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Superintendent Mary Kamerzell shared the following 
student and staff achievements. 

Teachers of the Year 
The CFSD Foundation announced the 2022 Teacher of 
the Year and Distinguished Educator award winners. An 
in-person event honoring these teachers will occur 
sometime in the spring (venue TBD). 

 

Valley View Early Learning Center (VVELC) 
Accreditation 
Our VVELC program has achieved accreditation by the 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC). The NAEYC announcement 
congratulated the school's administration, teaching 
staff, and families for earning the mark of quality. 

Pomline 
The CFHS Pomline is headed to the state competition. 
On January 22, the team secured a spot by placing 4th 
out of 16 teams in Division 2 at the AIA Dance Qualifier 
in Phoenix. Team members are Olivia Bell, Courtney 
Brett, Haley Brett, Liliana Clevenger, Megan Connolly, 
Cailyn Cooper, Elizabeth Harlow, Kalia Hoose, Caroline 
Kenerson, Maya Martin, Gisele Mendoza, Emily 
Mokhtarian, Presley Sarullo, and Lauren Thompson. 
Their coach is Camryn Conforti-Breese. 

Robotics 
The CFHS FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) team, Pioneer 
327, captained the winning alliance in the robot matches 
at the Queen Creek Copper Invitational on January 22. 
They also won The Inspire Award, which is the top 
award for an FTC. The Inspire Award winner is a role 
model to other teams, acting with gracious 
professionalism both on and off the playing field and 
sharing their knowledge with others. Based on their 
results, the team secured an invitation to the state 
championship to be held later this year. Team members 
are David Berk, Henry Bonomolo, Eugenio Cambuston, 
Langston Campbell, Braden Cantor-Goldner, Danil 
Clayton, Zakary Gruber, Siena Mayfield, Samuel 
Moreno, Dale Nelson, Sage Newcomb, Seth Rojas, and 
Spencer Schiller. Their coaches are Charlotte 
Ackerman, STEM Integration Specialist, and Mark 
Haye, volunteer coaching assistant.  

The Pioneers took home the THINK Award at the FIRST 
Tech Challenge Desert Vista Qualifier on February 5. 
The THINK Award goes to the team that best removes 
engineering obstacles through creative thinking. 

Art and Writing 
At the Scholastics Awards Regional Key Celebration, 
hosted by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, 
CFHS art students were regional winners of the 2022 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards: Maria Cazzato - gold 
key medal, silver key medal, and 8 honorable mentions 
for her paintings. She will compete at the national 
virtual ceremony on March 10; Ariel Chung - silver key 
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and 2 honorable mentions; Mallika Sunder - 5 honorable 
mentions. Their teacher is Zoe Reinhardt. 
 
The Alliance's mission is to identify students with 
exceptional artistic and literary talent and present their 
work to the world through the Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards. In 2021, students entered nearly 230,000 
original works in 28 different categories of art and 
writing. Students who compete at the national level are 
eligible to win college scholarships. 
 
Theatre Arts 
On January 28, the Intermediate Theatre class held an 
annual English-Speaking Union, in-school competition. 
Two finalists, Rebecca Fischer and Karina Aronoff, were 
selected to represent CFHS at the University of Arizona 
for the local level of the competition that took place on 
February 5. Their teacher is Amy Byroad. 
 
Rebecca Fischer won 1st place with her monologue 
from Two Gentlemen of Verona, playing the character 
Shylock. She has the opportunity to represent CFHS 
Theatre Arts at the national level of competition in New 
York City in April. 
 
Yearbook 
How do you create a high school yearbook during a 
pandemic year? Students are online, events are 
cancelled, activities are remote. These challenges 
forced our 2020-2021 yearbook editors to come up with 
new ways to showcase the year--and they created a 
stunning 350-page book that covered what happened 
instead of what didn't They received a First Place from 
the American Scholastic Press Association and a First 
Class with 2 marks of distinction from the National 
Scholastic Press Association.  The students who 
created the 2020-2021 yearbook: Sophia Aldana, 
Melanie Dasch, Alexa Dorf, Katrina Foley, Aleks 
Grodzki, Noor Haghighi, Maggie Hollingsworth, Ellie 
Johnson, Nicole Kinas, Maddie Schaffer, Eliana Siegel, 
Gwyn Stewart, and Cali Wilson. Their teachers are 
Shireen Behzadi and Kim Gassman. 
 
Coca-Cola Scholars Program 
Senior Jonathan Martinez has been named a Regional 
Finalist for the 2022 class of the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Program. Two hundred and fifty-one high school seniors 
were selected as Regional Finalists from a pool of 
68,000+ applications from across the country based on 
their academic excellence, leadership, and service 
demonstrated in school and community activities. The 
Regional Finalists are in the running for 150 college 
scholarships worth $20,000. This is the second stage of 
a three-stage selection process for the scholarship.  
 
Deep Learning Showcase 
The governing board viewed a deep learning showcase 
at its meeting that included a Bat Cave video, featuring 
Valley View Early Learning Center’s (VVELC) Spanish 
immersion class taught by Lizette Sanchez. Ms. 
Sanchez talked about how a book on bats inspired 

students’ interest in bats to learn more about bats by 
doing research and related projects. Students created a 
bat cave in their classroom that was also shared with 
other VVELC classes. Student interest drives the 
curriculum and instruction at VVELC. The bat cave 
video can be viewed on the VVELC website at 
https://vvelc.cfsd16.org. 
 
Consideration of Revisions to Policy IKF, 
Graduation Requirements (first reading) 
Associate Superintendent Mary Jo Conery reviewed the 
necessary revisions to the policy based on the board’s 
January 25 approval of the program changes that 
reflected the new History and Social Science Standards. 
She stated that Arizona school districts are required to 
implement the new standards, which are adopted by the 
State Board of Education. The following language was 
added to the policy to meet the 4-year graduation 
requirement for social studies; one year of World History 
at grade 9, AP World History: Modern, an alternative to 
World History; United States History and AP United 
States History for grade 10; at grade 11, AP Psychology 
(yearlong course) or Perspectives on Modern History 
and American Law & Justice; in grade 12, Economics or 
AP Microeconomics and U.S. Government or AP U.S. 
Government. The language was also added to make 
sure that junior and senior transfer students would meet 
the 4-year graduation requirement. Dr. Conery also 
reported that the state achievement test for science was 
corrected to the Arizona Science Test (AzSCI), along 
with language to clarify honors credit and GPA 
calculations. The board will review the policy and 
regulation for a second reading at its next meeting on 
February 22, 2022. 
 
2022 Arizona Legislative / Governmental Activity 
Board Members discussed the looming aggregate 
expenditure limit set to go in effect on March 1. If the 
Legislature doesn’t waive the limit, school district 
budgets must be reduced by 16% between March 1 and 
June 30, 2022.  
 
Consent Agenda Items 
The governing board approved the following consent 
agenda items. 
 

• January 25, 2022, regular governing board 
meeting minutes 

• Expense vouchers  

• Field trip requests  

• Fundraising requests  

• Personnel memorandum 

• Gift and Donations  

• 3rd quarter tax credit eligible fees for Community 
Schools 
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Upcoming Board Meeting 
The next regularly scheduled governing board meeting 
is Tuesday, February 22, 2022, 6:30 p.m., at the 
Professional Learning Center at Valley View Early 
Learning Center.   
 

• Approval of Revisions to Policy IKF, Graduation 
Requirements (second reading) 

• CFSD Teacher Retention Report 

• Pima County Board / Superintendent Collaborative 
Meeting Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome new CFSD staff members: 

 

Martha Dabdoub, EA Classroom, SD 

Crystal De LaTorre, Special Education Secretary,  

   MAC 

Aaron Ravenell, EA Inclusion, ECMS 
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